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This telegram, which I regarded as tantamount
to a resignation, and thought should be accepted as
such, was discussed by the Interdepartmental
Conference on the i6th June. It was to me un-
thinkable that we should evacuate Mesopotamia
within two months of having accepted the mandate;
and I could not believe that the only alternative
was to proceed regardless of the League of
Nations., to whom an account of our stewardship
would have to be rendered. Lord Curzon took the
same view. Colonel Wilson was a man whom he
could not help admiring., but it was obvious that he
could not bring himself to carry out the policy
which the Conference had consistently advocated.
He had said that we must either hold Mesopotamia
by force or clear out. Lord Curzon's own opinion
was that we should continue to hold the middle
course of retaining our position in the country with
the goodwill of the people, and this was agreed,
subject to a Cabinet decision which was to be taken
on the following day. After the Cabinet meeting
the text of an announcement to be made in Baghdad
was telegraphed to Colonel Wilson, and Sir Percy
Cox, who had arrived in that city from Teheran on
the 18th June, was asked to come home with the
least possible delay. The announcement in the
form in which it was published in Baghdad read as
follows :
"His Majesty's Government having been en-
trusted with the Mandate for Iraq anticipate that the
Mandate will constitute Iraq an independent State
under guarantee of the League of Nations and sub-
ject to the Mandate of Great Britain, that it will
lay on them the responsibility for the maintenance
of internal peace and external security, and will